
THE FLAW OF THE SOUTH DURING THE CIVIL WAR

In , the United States faced its greatest crisis to that time. The northern and southern states had become less and less
alike--socially, economically.

Despite the many errors within the Confederate administration, the author contends that the military and poor
economy of the South were more critical in the defeat of the Confederacy. Its lack of industry, unstable
currency, inability to raise capital, and lack of manpower helped lead to its downfall. In response, the
Republican majority in Congress in enacted its own plan of Reconstruction. Then, as now, there was often a
disconnect between what the law allowed and what the government and the people actually did. The
Confederacy proved itself resilient on many occasions. The subsequent displacement of poorer Americans
from rural spaces accelerated urbanisation and provided a cheap labour pool for booming industrial
enterprises. Lee also had to go on the offensive, because his army was so poorly equipped that they would not
have been able to win a long war with the North. Nonetheless, Reconstruction witnessed a remarkable political
revolution in the South. Before the Civil War, the definition of those entitled to enjoy the "blessings of liberty"
protected by the Constitution was increasingly defined by race. As a result of the South's lack of liquid capital
the North enjoyed a decided advantage. Unlike Joel H. Chesnut, who suffered from depression and treated
blinding headaches with morphine, was an excellent caricaturist of the personalities she encountered in
Richmond, including the tragic figure of Confederate Gen. Despite all these advantages political, and
economic not military , the Confederacy had a chance to win the war in mid  Support local journalism. The
Confederates had always had problems clothing and feeding their armies, however, as the war wore on the
difficulties became more exaggerated. Mary Boykin Chesnut and her husband, former U. Your subscription to
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution funds in-depth reporting and investigations that keep you informed. This
development changed the nature of combat, emphasizing the importance of heavy fortifications and elaborate
trenches and giving those on the defensiveâ€”usually Southern armiesâ€”an immense advantage over
attacking forces. Davis was the leader of the nationalists while Alexander Stephens was the most recognized
libertarian. There could now be no going back to the prewar Union. So, far from uprooting and changing
anything, the Civil War left far too much the same. For the first time in American history, black men held
positions of political power, ranging from the US Congress to state legislatures, and local sheriffs, school
board officials, and justices of the peace.


