
HOW TO WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR A PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL

The greater speed of release for journal articles when compared with books, Writing a scientific paper for a
peer-reviewed journal can be as creative an act as .

Major flaws will need considerable time to explain or correct. Materials and Methods Academic research
should be replicable, repeatable and robust - and follow best practice. If you wish to write in this vein, be as
specific and creative as possible in tracing what original work needs to be done and what interesting
hypotheses it will test. The elements of style. Todays post offers an alternative perspective; that of the journal
article peer reviewer. An efficient way to do this is to follow each reviewer's comment with an explanation of
how you respond and to key this up in a contrasting and easily read colour dark blue or dark green are good
choices. But even the minimal style guides for undergraduate papers typically run to many pages, so clearly a
lot will have been left out of a one-page summary. This could be an issue with titles, labels, statistical notation
or image quality. If there are gaps or inconsistencies in the story, they should address these and suggest ways
future research might confirm the findings or take the research forward. What should you leave out? Restrict
your discussion of your future research plans to a line or two. The authors will be reading these comments too.
Reviewers should check the preferences of individual journals as to where they want review decisions to be
stated. To gauge the contribution of a researcher to science, fellow researchers may consciously or
unconsciously compute the number of worthwhile publications that a colleague has produced in relation to the
number of years she has published. Before and After: Sample Reviewer Comments Keeping in mind the
guidelines above, how do you put your thoughts into words? Thus, if you are interested in communicating
your results widely to the international scientific community, then it is essential to publish in English. We
suggest that you perform three readings of a paper, concentrating on a different element each time. Remember,
you still need time, peace and quiet. Any other points Confidential comments for the editors Some journals
have a space for reviewers to enter confidential comments about the manuscript. It is unlikely that one journal
will have all the features you are looking for, so you may have to compromise. For example, if previously held
theories are being overlooked Major Issues Are there any major flaws? Are there any ethical issues?


