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The narrator introduces Aylmer as a brilliant scientist and natural philosopher who has abandoned his experiments for a
while to marry the beautiful Georgiana. One day, Aylmer asks his wife whether she has ever thought about removing the
birthmark on her cheek.

Soon after their marriage, Aylmer begins to get unnaturally obsessive over the birthmark. He feels confident
that he can keep Georgiana perfectly safe in his lab. Another is a poison that, depending on the dose, would
allow Aylmer to kill someone instantly or after a long period of time. Next he tries to create a portrait of her
with a metal plate, but when the plate shows a hand, he throws it into acid. It shows that he sees the physical
aspects of science as always having spiritual implications. They argued for many changes with one of them
being a social change in their duties to be subdominant to males. The experiment unfolds and the mark
gradually fades away. Contrary to being oblivious to his failures, Aylmer seems to be very bothered by them,
perhaps explaining why he cares so much about succeeding in this experiment so that he can have a perfect
wife and come a little closer to perfection himself. But when the picture is ready, it prominently shows her
birthmark, and so he throws it into acid. Hurt and angry, Georgiana questions why Aylmer agreed to marry her
if he felt this way. She also realizes that he had always failed at his goals. Georgiana tells him that he spoke in
his sleep of removing something from her heart. In the process of making her "perfect". These men were far
ahead of their times and believed themselves to have gained power over nature and the spiritual world through
their studies. She loves Aylmer more for his imperfections, even though he loves her less for hers. Many
people, she says, have told her the mark is a charm, and she has always thought maybe they were right. She
feels nervous, and Aylmer tries to comfort her, but instead shudders involuntarily when he catches sight of the
birthmark. Even so, it makes Georgiana love and respect her husband more than ever. Aylmer sits by her,
recording every detail about her. Aylmer catches her crying over his journals, and although his words are kind,
he is angry.


