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A typical example that comes to mind in connection to this issue is what a friend had told me about her
relationship with her neighbors. Reiss, A. In: American Scholar, Vol. Another solution is to ensure that
employment opportunities are available within communities to create that missing link between place of
residence and place of employment. Stanford, Calif. In other words, the numbers alone cannot simply explain
social consequences of densely populated areas, with a large number of community members. His research
was mostly concerned with how Jewish immigrants adjusted to life in urban America, as well as the distinct
social processes of city life. NY, p. Rapid social and cultural change. It is a developing concept as the urban
life pattern Itself, as it appears, is a developing and constantly changing phenomena. Such acquaintance
imbues the city dwellers with the spirit of tolerance. Where each person is trying to get something out of the
other, whether it is purchaser and seller or employer and employee. As in the city, people are less concerned
about the family or public; they are more individualistic and very independent which actually makes life in the
cities really hard. Accessibility to communal services as compared to the rural areas, enable immigrants to
build their lives. The diversity of social life Normal and social role conflict 2. It is in this respect that Wirth's
path-breaking and insightful work still amply rewards detailed study even today, some seventy years after his
original investigations. In: AJS, Vol. The sense of solidarity is often lost with the transient nature of city
dwellers, i. Groups are less homogenous in urban settings, and therefore social controls are weakened.
Philadelphia, p. In: Wirth, Louis; et al. Wirth made a logical comparison of how the city population was
maintained in the olden days unconsciously, and in this modern world. Heterogeneity, in reference to the first
factor, the city is occupied by different racial and ethnic groups which enhance the diverse nature of urbanism.
This is normal as people tend to gravitate toward like-minded individuals. Louis Wirth has mentioned four
characteristics of urban system or urbanism â€” heterogeneity of population, specialisation of function,
anonymity and Impersonality and standardisation of behaviour. I lived in the city from my country of birth and
now reside in New York City; technically, I lived in the city the whole of my life but less conscious of how it
influences my personality and how our behaviors as a society on a whole affect its growth. Although experts
in various fields of study have tried to constitute a definition of city, Wirth presents the sociological
perspective on what social characteristics represent urban life. In: Scientific Monthly, Vol. Wirth's major
contribution to social theory of urban space was a classic essay Urbanism as a Way of Life, published in the
American Journal of Sociology in  Characteristics of Urbanism: 1. Index to Volumes , â€”, Chicago; p.
Urbanism is a category of relevant element terms. Social assimilation is very critical in the cities because the
urban area is essentially a multi-cultural environment since in most cases when people travel to a country; they
are more likely to settle in the urban areas. Wirth was a supporter of applied sociology , and believed in taking
the knowledge offered by his discipline and using it to solve real social problems. From my understanding, the
concentration of the population of the city was maintained by a high birth rate and a high death rate due to
unsanitary environment. In: American Sociological Review, Vol. Bibliography[ edit ] : The Ghetto.


