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William Shakespeare King Lear - Analyzing King Lear's Tragic Flaws.

By breaking the tension in the play, Shakespeare allows the audience to understand the purpose of events.
Instead, Lear often responds to problems with anger and outbursts of cursing, even a physical attack when
provoked. Again the tragic writer has internalized a commonplace action, the facts of which were legendary
and presumably known to Shakespeare's audience. In King Lear the two tragic characters, a king and an earl,
are not ordinary men. This seems ironic in that Shakespeare is attempting to exclude a theme that is repeated
throughout the play. The important element in tragedy is action, not character. Their children also have a
similar eagerness for power, a problem that both Lear and Gloucester should not have to deal with while
addressing serious mental and physical dilemmas. The Play of King Lear is a great tragic play that many
tragedies try to compare to. He has been insulted and demeaned as king, but he is not prepared to face those
who are responsible. Lear, the main character in King Lear was affirmed as the tragic hero because the play
meets all the requirements of a tragedy If it be you that stir these daughters' hearts Against their father, fool me
not so much To bear it tamely; touch me with noble anger, And let not women's weapons, water-drops, Stain
my man's cheeks! By creating such contrasting characters, tragedy is inevitable. He lectured for six years on
theater studies at Stratford-upon-Avon College in the U. As we have seen, the sub-plot - concerning
Gloucester, Edmund, and Edgar - augments the main plot. This bleak portrayal of King Lear, through his
losses, makes him the ultimate tragic hero, and the play an ultimate tragedy. The tragic madness of King Lear,
and of the subsequent turmoil that follows from it, is all the more terrible for the king's inability to cope with
the loss of his mind, his family, and his pride. He quickly regrets his decision and can be forgiven for
behaving rashly following a knock to his pride. But in reality the calamities that befall both Lear and
Gloucester occur because of the actions of these men. We must be able to identify ourselves with the tragic
hero if he is to inspire fear, for we must feel that what happens to him could happen to us. Lear is the anointed
king, God's representative, and thus, he shares the responsibility for dispensing justice on earth. This is clearly
the case with Lear, who allows his excessive pride to destroy his family. He is foolish and arrogant, it is true,
but later he is also humble and compassionate. Within his theory of tragedy is the concept of the tragic hero,
whose great, ironic flaw leads to his own downfall. When confronted with insults, Lear is helpless, at the
mercy of his daughter and her servants, and he often succumbs to despair and self-pity. For more information
on choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this blog post. Two Classic Speeches O, reason not the
need: our basest beggars Are in the poorest thing superfluous: Allow not nature more than nature needs, Man's
life's as cheap as beast's: thou art a lady; If only to go warm were gorgeous, Why, nature needs not what thou
gorgeous wear'st, Which scarcely keeps thee warm. It is his egotism in the first scene that causes him to make
his error in judgment - the division of his kingdom and the loss of Cordelia. Uncover new sources by
reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or
counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how
to use and how not to use our library. No, you unnatural hags, I will have such revenges on you both, That all
the world shallâ€”I will do such things,â€” What they are, yet I know not: but they shall be The terrors of the
earth. The build up of tension is essential to reach a state of catharsis at the end of the play, and to result in a
dramatic impact and an emotional response from the audience. Lear has a "tragic flaw" - egotism. Shakespeare
prolongs the tragedy as the character Edmund fails to act with immediacy when revealing where Cordelia was
being held captive. In relying on the test of his daughters' love, Lear demonstrates that he lacks common sense
or the ability to detect his older daughters' falseness. Then, the disasters that befall him will be unexpected and
will be in direct contrast to his previous state. In this play, the tragic hero is undoubtedly the title character,
King Lear. Here are some ways our essay examples library can help you with your assignment: Brainstorm a
strong, interesting topic Learn what works and what doesn't from the reader's perspective. Shakespeare defies
the regulations of a typical tragedy, as though he reduced a character from a state of integrity and importance
to a condition of madness, with this Lear develops a unity with nature. Throughout the rest of the play, the
consequences of this error slowly and steadfastly increase until Lear is destroyed. However, the manner in
which her death is conducted reinforces the uniqueness of the tragedy. Updated April 17, King Lear is a tragic
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hero. However, Shakespeare does not introduce a mother-figure into the play at any stage. Despite much
critique, the ending of King Lear is an effective portrayal of realism.


