
A DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS

Collective unconscious (German: kollektives Unbewusstes) refers to structures of the .. Proponents of the collective
unconscious theory in neuroscience suggest that mental commonalities in humans originate especially from the
subcortical.

People are unaware of the items contained in their collective unconscious. It is distinguished from the personal
unconscious, which is unique to each human being. He once said that just as a biologist needs the science of
comparative anatomy , a psychologist needs the experience and knowledge of the products of unconscious
activity and mythology. It can also be found in Irenaeus, who says: 'The creator of the world did not fashion
these things directly from himself but copied them from archetypes outside himself. However, in modern
Western civilization men are discouraged from living their feminine side and women from expressing
masculine tendencies. Freud, on the other hand, often suggested that specific symbols represent specific
unconscious thoughts. Is It a Scientific Theory? Jung was convinced that the similarity and universality of
world religions pointed to religion as a manifestation of the collective unconscious. Jung hypothesized that all
of mythology could be taken as a type of projection of the collective unconscious. Jung postulated that the
archetypes of the collective unconscious can be discovered by the primitive, analogical mode of thinking
specific to dreams. It serves to both guarantee social order and to protect the individual's private life. He
started having these experiences in , and within a few months, in August of World War I began. Please try
again. As a result, it represents the urge and compulsion towards self-realization. However, while Freud
believed that dreams consisted of repressed desires, Jung found in dreams a source of myths and symbols that
would be a key in his own and his patients' self-understanding and journey to wholeness. This is his most
original and controversial contribution to personality theory. Jung called these ancestral memories and images
archetypes. Psychiatric research is now looking at the role of bacteria in the collective unconscious. The anima
may be personified as a young girl, very spontaneous and intuitive, as a witch, or as the earth mother. It
becomes a necessary reminder when the consciousness become too one-sided, too willfully progressive in a
manner that threatens to sever the individual from the roots of his or her being. See also archetype and
archetypal image. Jung also saw the unconscious as the house of potential future development, the place where
as yet undeveloped elements coalesced into conscious form. Similarly, morals, ethics, and concepts of fairness
or right and wrong could be explained in the same way, with the collective unconscious as partially
responsible. However, more important than isolated tendencies are those aspects of the collective unconscious
that have developed into separate sub-systems of the personality. Healing, therefore, involved reconciliation
with them, and a reorienting of one's own personality to be in harmony with the greater collective
unconscious. Fear of the dark, loud sounds, bridges, or blood may all be rooted in this collective unconscious,
which is proposed as an inherited genetic trait. This archetype also takes many forms: living creatureâ€”child,
god, dwarf, hobbit, elf, monkey; or objectsâ€”jewels, chalices or the golden ball. External links All links
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