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What are research questions and why are they important? A research question is a question that your research
study/project sets out to answer.

What research process will ensure that you find a variety of perspectives and responses to your question?
Make RQs and Hs as specific and succinct as possible. If you are developing your question for a course other
than first-year composition, you may want to discuss your ideas for a research question with your professor.
Would that particular audience be interested in the question you are developing? Avoid using two different
terms to refer to the same variable. For most college papers, your audience will be academic, but always keep
your audience in mind when narrowing your topic and developing your question. Try: Regular attendance at
religious services is inversely associated with cheating behavior while taking classroom tests. The question
you ask should be developed for the discipline you are studying. Research questions must be specific enough
to be well covered in the space available. Rather than: Among elementary school teachers, those who are
teaching in year-round schools will report having higher morale than those who are teaching in elementary
schools that follow a more traditional school-year schedule. Try: Among elementary school teachers, those
who teach in year-round schools have higher morale than those who teach on a traditional schedule. They
should, instead, require both research and analysis on the part of the writer. What issues are scholars and
researchers discussing, when it comes to your topic? It also requires the writer to take a stance on which effect
has the greatest impact on the affected animal. The simple version of this question can be looked up online and
answered in a few factual sentences; it leaves no room for analysis. When in doubt, make a research question
as narrow and focused as possible. What is a research question? Consider your audience. Sample Research
Questions Unclear: How should social networking sites address the harm they cause? With so much research
available on any given topic, research questions must be as clear as possible in order to be effective in helping
the writer direct his or her research. A strong research question should never leave room for ambiguity or
interpretation. A research question is the question around which you center your research. A question
appropriate for Biology, for instance, is different from an appropriate one in Political Science or Sociology.
Start asking questions. What sources should you consult as you seek answers to your question? Too simple:
How are doctors addressing diabetes in the U. Is your research question focused? Writers should choose a
broad topic about which they genuinely would like to know more. Why is a research question essential to the
research process? Avoid the words significant or significance. The clearer version specifies sites MySpace and
Facebook , the type of potential harm privacy issues , and who may be experiencing that harm users. What
questions occur to you as you read these articles? Stick to what will be studied, not implications or your value
judgments. Most professional researchers focus on topics they are genuinely interested in studying. Steps to
developing a research question: Choose an interesting general topic. Focused: What is the most significant
effect of glacial melting on the lives of penguins in Antarctica? Research questions help writers focus their
research by providing a path through the research and writing process. Avoid words or terms that do not add to
the meaning of RQs and Hs. The focused version narrows down to a specific effect of global warming glacial
melting , a specific place Antarctica , and a specific animal that is affected penguins.


