
A REVIEW OF THE USE OF A CHORUS IN PLAYS

Although the historical origins of Greek drama are unclear it may be said it had the chorus would emphasize certain
elements of the story through the use of.

Have you heard from the members of the chorus lately? The most striking images come from the description
in Il. While Greek drama was created and produced at Athens , the singing and dancing group known as the
chorus is found in many other ancient Greek cities. During the late Victorian era, musical comedy was
characterized by thin plot, characters, and setting, the main attraction being the song and dance routines,
comedy, and a line of scantily clad chorus girls. Actual evidence from our surviving plays makes it clear that
actors might also sing and dance, at times and at length in conjunction with the chorus e. However, some
lyrics in Greek odes have long syllables that are equal to 3, 4 and 5 shorter syllables. What the archaic period
does bring is the artistry and control of the composer, who had the ability to provide words for the specific
occasion, the knowledge to draw on myth for examples, the skill to compose melody, and probably the
physical expertise to envisage dance through the rhythm of words and music. What's Next. As dialogue and
characterization became more important, the chorus made less of an appearance. This narrative framework
also lends a Homeric quality to the proceedings: the sense of a great tale being unfolded through the ages,
reminding us of how gossip, repeated and embroidered upon, becomes the stuff of myth. This form existed in
the archaic period, alongside other kinds of chorus, and persisted through the classical period. In a
metaphysical framework the chorus is the essence of the play and embodies a certain Dionysian consciousness
which deals with the primal realms of the human condition. For example, some fragmentary songs of
Stesichorus contain direct speech by identified characters, rather as the Homeric poems had done Campbell
â€”8. Secondly, the chorus would allow the playwright to create a kind of literary complexity only achievable
by a literary device controlling the atmosphere and expectations of the audience. The chorus in Greek comedy
numbered 24, and its function was displaced eventually by interspersed songs. Certainly it also had a similar
role to music in modern drama underlining important events and downplaying the less important ones. In
some of the most euphonious dialogue written during the past century, Mr. As the Greek theatres were so
large, the chorus' actions had to be exaggerated and their voices clear so that everyone could see and hear
them. Photo by Andrew Mirhej Although the historical origins of Greek drama are unclear it may be said it
had relevance to religion, art and to the love of expression and perceptive storytelling in general. The dancing
itself soon developed from the lines of synchronized leg kicking of the early s into highly sophisticated ballet
and modern dance. One of the dances pictured in the Homeric poems occurs at a wedding Il. Choral structure
and size[ edit ] The lines of choral odes provide evidence that they were sung. As the importance of the actors
increased, the choral odes became fewer in number and tended to have less importance in the plot, until at last
they became mere decorative interludes separating the acts. In Aeschylus' The Eumenides , however, the
chorus takes the part of a host of avenging Furies. The Florentine Camerata crafted the first operas out of the
intermezzi that acted as comic or musical relief during the dramas of the time. Such usage of the choral
structure-making functions may be observed throughout many classical plays but may be more obvious in
some than in others. Reddit The chorus is a prominent aspect of Greek drama, and a defining feature of ancient
Greek society. These were based entirely on the Greek chorus, as historian H. Moreover, and perhaps partly
for practical reasons for it may have been difficult to see the characters from afar because of the relatively
large size of the theatre the chorus would emphasize certain elements of the story through the use of attributes
such as masks and weapons. Kent relocated the story from the Victorian age to the Great Depression.
Sophocles , who added a third actor, increased the chorus to 15 but reduced it to a mainly commentarial role in
most of his plays for an example of this role as shown in the play Oedipus the King, see video. Aeschylus
likely lowered the number to twelve, and Sophocles raised it again to fifteen. It could be argued that the thing
that unified the chorus was their mode of communication â€” more often than not the chorus would elevate its
meaning in song.


