
WRITE GREAT AP ENGLISH ESSAY

Although AP readers are told to grade the essay in its entirety, essays that stand out are the ones that begin with a.

Be sure you understand the author's rhetorical purpose: Is it to persuade? I recommend that you advise your
students to write directly on the passage and make quick notes and outlines in the margins. This allows you
time to catch the "honest mistakes" that can be corrected easily, such as a misspelled word or punctuation
error. Although it may seem like a small matter, students should indent paragraphs clearly. When answering
the free-response part of the AP English Exams, writers should answer the question quickly and avoid
beginning with ideas that do not relate directly to the prompt. Of course, you should also keep in mind that a
conclusion is not absolutely necessary in order to receive a high score. Prove that you are in touch with your
society and the world around you. Do attempt, however, to provide more than mere summary; try to make a
point beyond the obvious, which will indicate your essay's superiority. Like the argument essays, you'll want
to liberally use the text, both implicitly and explicitly. A medium- to low-scoring paper merely reports what's
in the passage. To score at least a 3, students would be wise to make use of pertinent references from the text.
Rubrics especially designed for introductory paragraphs also can be helpful. If you've planned well, your
writing should be fluent and continuous; avoid stopping to reread what you've written. Encourage them to use
specific quotations to back up their assertions. Take about 25 minutes to write the essay. A sophisticated
writer embeds phrases from the text into his or her own sentences during discussion. Authored by. In addition,
this time lets you set the essay to rest, knowing what you've written, so that you can go on to the next topic
and give it your full attention. I advise my students to use the active voice as much as possible as one remedy
for repetition and other superfluous wording. I know of so many people who have been embarrassed by
parents that will wave at you from across a room. Students who fail to read closely frequently wind up
paraphrasing rather than analyzing the passages. Remember to stay on topic. Find the right word. Avoid
copying complete sentences from the text; choose just the exact word or phrase that suits your purpose and
analyze it within your own sentences. Never forget that your body paragraphs are more important than the
conclusion, so don't slight them merely to add a conclusion. The topics give you the opportunity to
intelligently discuss issues; seize that opportunity and take advantage of it. The first two steps are usually
directly stated or clearly implied; understanding what the author must believe, or what the author thinks the
audience believes, is a bit harder. This indicates to the Reader that the paper could be heading into the
upper-half zone. To satirize some fault in society? Trust your original planning of organization and ideas, and
only correct any obvious errors that you spot.


