
MARILYN FRYE OPPRESSION THESIS

Marilyn Frye compares the oppression of women to the situation of a bird in a cage. Frye teaches philosophy and
feminist theory at Michigan State University .

However, the flaw again comes in with the lack on benefit conferred upon the oppressor group. It is when the
cage is looked at holistically will one see that it is impossible for a bird to truly escape the cage. It omits
legitimately oppressed groups, such as gay and Arabic persons. Women suffer these harms as women. A good
measure of this could be whether or not the law could refer to this group as an identifiable group with a shared
relevant characteristic. Thus, it seems unreasonable to say that a person cannot be oppressed except as a result
of their race or gender; people face oppression for a range of reasons, not all of which are ascribed personal
characteristics. For example, while people who wear size nine shoes make up a group, there tend not to be
social consequences to this membership. It may be argued that heterosexual persons do benefit from the
barriers imposed upon gay persons. One such example is that of convicts. There is a oppressor group, that
being wealthy white plantation owners; however, at this particular point in history, they were not benefiting by
keeping their slaves, rather than simply setting them free to fend for themselves. Although it could be argued
that the concept of owning other persons was satisfying to the plantation owners, it could similarly be argued
that the cost savings, paired with the novelty of owning a worker-machine, would balance this small
satisfaction out. Even after the development of labor-saving machines, like the cotton gin, slavery continued
for decades on a large scale. Second, the person must suffer harm from these restrictions; moreover, this harm
must outweigh any potential benefits incurred as a result of those same restrictions Frye  What makes you
cringe? However, it could be similarly argued that by keeping these individuals out of the job market, their
households will make and spend less, and lesser economic activity will result. If you look at just one wire of
the birdcage you will fail to see all other wires that are also formed the cage and restricting movement.
Therefore, it seems as though it would be most beneficial to drop this condition altogether. It is regarded as
acceptable to many for a presidential candidate to flatly refuse the prospect of hiring a Muslim into his
administration, citing the planned imposition of Sharia law upon the United States by Muslims Herman. It
could also be argued that non-Arabic Americans could benefit via their higher relative social status. A view of
oppression that views its elements individually, like the birdcage, will fail to show you the elements of
oppression that force you to stay in the cage. People of Arabic decent, again, seem unarguably to face
oppression. While heterosexual partners are able to gain United States citizenship through the marriage of a
non-citizen to a citizen, gay partnerships lack this option. In light of all of this, it seems evident that gay
persons are oppressed. Femininity comes to be defined through masculinity while masculinity functions alone.
In the case of women, they are restricted in not being permitted to go out at night, and making less at jobs. A
critic may say that convicts are not a social group because their membership in this group was the result of a
conscious choice. Are these essay examples edited? The hijab head scarf has become a political lightning rod,
with bans proposed across the United States that associate this religious garb with terrorist acts suffered at the
hands of extremists. This is notable for the fact that these machines were not only accessible to the plantation
owners, but they were less costly than sustaining a human life to do the same work. To put it simply, it creates
space to say that our society is built in a way that masculinity is favoured over femininity, putting everyone
associated with femininity at a disadvantaged position. By Emily Gillingham 1. However, the oppressor
condition does not apply to gay persons in its entirety.


