
A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE ESSAYS OF WILLIAM CLIFFORD AND

WILLIAM JAMES

This section provides us with two selections from the essays of William K. Clifford () and William James (). Clifford s
essay, The Ethics of.

After this is all said and done, even our most cherished beliefs need to be proffered for testing, questioning,
and evaluation. To suspend belief is as near as makes no difference to believing that there is not life after
death. What is he to do? Clifford generalizes from this narrative to all matters of belief, where evidence is
insufficient. Looking back my mom and her friends would sit around and talk about their beliefs and if they
were democratic or Republican. This is itself a passional not intellectually-required decision. Some, like W.
Of course, whether or not one takes an umbrella along in the morning is not a forced option: one could stay
home; it is more trivial than momentous. Michael Polanyi argues that personal knowledge is very different
from detached and indifferent ways of knowing. Philosophically, belief is relegated to opinion and only
reasoning has a claim to reliable knowledge. However, the empiricist doubts that we can ever be certain that
our beliefs are true even if they are, as a matter of fact, true.. He represents an issue of ethics as an
epistemological issue of belief, doubt, and avoidance of attainable evidence. First of all some issues are alive
or dead for a person, like live or dead wires for an electrician. What Clifford wants to present in order to argue
against religious belief is itself a violation of the love and concern for the lives of others that religious belief
upholds. A young man wants to ask a young woman out for a date. What if the emigrants got to their
destination safely? One pressing question is how practicable the two views really are. He uses two stories to
illustrate wrong ways through which people arrive at beliefs. And so the iconic opposition between Clifford
and James admits of reconciliation. James argues that, in situations where the option between gaining and
losing the truth is not genuine i. The question for traditional religious believers, of course, is whether James is
really an ally at all. They're not intended to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing
every error. The essays in our library are intended to serve as content examples to inspire you as you write
your own essay. The concept of capital punishment is a contradiction of human rights. In either case, religious
belief without sufficient evidence would NOT be rational according to James. The main question in the
dispute, though, concerns the philosophical concern driving both views: religious belief. James sees the danger
in rejecting evidentialism. However, the pursuit of truth may lead us into error; and the avoidance of error may
cause us to miss the truth. To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal
information from the essays. In this case, remaining in doubt will not make me as unhappy as I would be if I
positively disbelieved in life beyond death; but also, it will not make me as happy as I would be if I were to
believe in trans-mortal survival. Both agree that the evidence for God is weak, and certainly not sufficient to
justify religious belief. If the juvenile commits a crime and is old enough to be waivered to a criminal court
than that juvenile should be tired the same way as an adult. He argues that he is no skeptic, yet this protest
seems flimsy; in any case, James certainly takes Clifford to be a skeptic. Clifford begins his paper by
providing an illustrative analogy â€” one where a ship-owner is preparing to send to sea a ship filled â€¦show
more contentâ€¦ Clifford is a strong proponent of proof-based beliefs and of the continuous criticism of beliefs
held backed by loose evidence. Despite all of the sad thoughts that that ship owner had reminisced upon, he
cameâ€¦ Words - Pages 2 Essay about Clifford' Theory to be justified in holding a particular belief, one must
be able o succeed in this activity, so understood. Belief in God is a forced wager: 1. The ship owner
overcomes his doubts for the sake of self-interest. Everyone is still called upon to give an account of his or her
beliefs. Are these essay examples edited? I must either believe or not believe in the reality of life beyond
death.


