
ESSAY SYMBOLS LORD FLIES

Symbolism - Throughout the novel, Lord of the Flies, Golding uses many images and symbols to portray evil and
destruction. One of the main symbols is the beast, and it destroys the relationships of the boys and is the main symbol
of evil. The conch on the other hand, is the symbol.

I'm part of you? Only me. Piggy, in contrast, shows opposition to immaturity and savage behaviour from the
beginning. It is people who lived before civilization, or those now living in an uncivilized society that apply
face paint in order either to camouflage themselves to merge with their surroundings while hunting, or to
celebrate in a wild manner. He capered toward Bill, and the mask was a thing of its own, behind which Jack
hid, liberated from shame and self-consciousness" p. An explanation for what objects hold symbolic meaning
is would be like how snow may represent delight and happiness for a child. When the story begins, Piggy can
see clearly with both lenses of his spectacles intact, and the boys are still fairly civilized. January  This is very
similar to how the boys on the island treated Piggy. Through each of these three symbols Golding shows how
the boys adapt and change throughout the novel. At the same time in the story when the conch began to loose
power, Jack's painted face mask begins it's ascension to power as the most powerful symbol on the island
behind the fire. While these three represent the goodness existing in humanity, Jack and Roger symbolize evil.
In the very first chapter of the story, the conch was found on the beach. Ralph symbolizes civilization and
order. As long as the fire continues burning, it suggests not only that the boys want to return to society, but
also that they are still using their intellectual capacity. For example, Ralph and Simon are kind to those
younger than them, proving their civilized attitudes. Lord of the Flies. Golding uses the fire to show us the
gradual shift that takes place on the island as savagery and the inherent evil begins to overcome the need for
civilisation. When concealed by masks of clay paint, the hunters, especially Ralph, seem to have new
personalities as they forget the taboos of society that once restrained them from giving in to their natural
urges. The next symbol, which dominates much of the tale, is that of Fire. The first time he created the mask it
was stated that the mask " Lord of the Flies explains man 's capacity for evil which is revealed in his inherent
human nature, which he cannot control or ignore. Jack shows the power-hungry and savage end of society
while Roger represents brutality and bloodlust. Title of the book. Any type of essay. Well-written and
meaningful, Lord of the Flies uses symbols to reinforce its telling of the tale of humanity. Finally, after Jack
forms his own tribe of savages, he and two of his followers ambush Ralph, Piggy, and Samneric, and in the
midst of "a vicious snarling in the mouth of the shelter and the plunge and thump of living things," Piggy's
specs are stolen, leaving him virtually blind p. This use of symbolism helps the reader to understand the
inherent evil in mankind and the balance between civilisation and the society we live in now versus the inner
savagery that is surfacing in the boys during the book. This interpretation comes from the fact that Piggy uses
his glasses not oly to see, but also to discern what is right, wrong, safe or harmful. The introduction of the
Beast signals the beginning of savagery, and as the boys grow more savage their belief in the beast increases
correspondingly.


