
PENELOPE AS AN IDEAL WIFE IN THE ODYSSEY AN EPIC POEM BY

HOMER

The hero Odysseus sits on the shore of an enchanted island. She drops out of the story, while the great epic protagonist
sails off on another adventure. If Penelope is the good woman, prudent, chaste and obedient to her.

Here, the author uses the allegory of Penelope as a way of saying that the speaker hopes that his wife will hold
to the same values and be as loyal as Penelope was to Odysseus. This allowed him to get out of some very
sticky situations. Society was organized, directed, and controlled by men, and it was accepted that women
occupied a subservient and inferior position. In both of these stories, they embody the ideals of passionate
women who are very loyal and brave. The adjective Homer uses to describe her again and again is periphron,
which means prudent and carefully calculating. Demeter, a goddess of fertility, must struggle as she goes in
the search for her daughter Persephone as she has been kidnapped by the God Hades and taken to the
Underworld. Women, of course, were valued, but were expected to possess certain traits and perform certain
tasks that men demanded of them. After bearing two children, Jason betrayed his vows to Medea, and married
the princess of Corinth. Greek society is no different since much is known about it through Greek literature,
such as the epics the Iliad and the Odyssey. She is more attractive than Penelope in every way, and Penelope is
a mortal, who can never compete with the pleasures that gods can offer. Penelope is the one he desires. As a
woman alone, she can only endure until her husband returns, bringing bloody vengeance followed by happy
reunion. They will call him brave. Homer wrote this epic poem in the Greek coastal region of Anatolia called
Ionia. Odysseus and his wife, Penelope, both face incredible situations within their twenty years of separation.
She has faith and depends on the goddess Athena to grant her wishes. From Homeric Greece to the modern
day, she has been reinterpreted. Heitman, Richard. Odysseus protests that this cannot be done since he made
the bed himself and knows that one of its legs is a living olive tree. Penelope herself weaves together themes
of courtship, marriage, patience, intelligence, dalliance, infidelity, disdain and mourning [10]. All this may
make Penelope seem like an innocent victim, but she is also a woman of privilege, who colludes in, indeed
insists on, the silencing of more vulnerable women. It is Precisely this the best reputation which is presented in
the Odyssey as the most valued goal in life. He viewed women as evil and a burden to man. This book, much
more so than its counter part The Iliad, gives an eclectic view of the Achean's peacetime civilization. She
wove and unwove the shroud for three years, in the hopes that her husband would return. Klytaimnestra, the
adulteress, waited to stab her lord and king. Ten years after Odysseus came home, is she still glad she waited?
At that time in ancient Greek society, as well as in the whole of the ancient world, the dominant role was
played by men. A respected woman was to have characteristics including obedience, virtue, refinement,
productivity, honor, beauty, talent and intelligence social consciousness. To give some background, He has yet
to return to Ithaca in the beginning of the text, away from his wife now for the duration of the battles as well
as these ten years following. The divine Calypso, Aphrodite, and Circe provide passionate models of female
powerâ€”idealized fantasies of how much agency mortal women might have, if only social circumstances
were completely different. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 


