
THE ROLE OF OPHELIA IN WILLIAM SHAKESPEARES HAMLET

The Role of Ophelia in William Shakespeare's Hamlet Although Ophelia is not a main character in the revenge tragedy
'Hamlet' her dramatic purpose is vital to.

The role of women in the sixteenth century is to be obedient and dutiful, the only way to accomplish this was
to be passive. It emphasizes the poisoned body politic and its affects on the innocent. Her father, Polonius, and
brother, Laertes, love Ophelia tremendously, and have taken great pains to shelter her. From Mrs Lessingham
in to Mary Catherine Bolton , playing opposite John Kemble in , the familiar iconography of the role replaced
its passionate embodiment. Gertrude and Ophelia are manipulated and belittled Hamlet: You should not have
believed me Since Polonius is now sure that Hamlet is lovesick for Ophelia, he thinks Hamlet will express his
love for her. I do not think that in singing this Opelia refers to herself, but that her madness grants her freedom
to express what she was unable to discuss before, her deep love and desire for Hamlet. Introduction to Ophelia
in Hamlet Of all the pivotal characters in Hamlet, Ophelia is the most static and one-dimensional. An insane
hero would not be a hero at all and his fate of little interest. In Hamlet's distraught mind, there is no gray area:
Polonius prostitutes his daughter. Hamlet is known to be one of his most popular works. As commented upon
by critic A. The dilemma also forces her into madness. Hamlet, nearby, then challenges Laertes and claims
that he loved Ophelia more than "forty thousand" brothers could. She is incapable of defending herself, but
through her timid responses we see clearly her intense suffering: Hamlet She returns the love shown to her by
Polonius and Laertes tenfold, and couples it with complete and unwavering loyalty. Hamlet sits with Ophelia
and makes sexually suggestive remarks; he also says that woman's love is brief. It appears that Ophelia herself
is not as important as her representation of the dual nature of women in the play. This leads to his delay in
dealing with Claudius and thus his demise. She has never been responsible for making decisions about how to
live because her father and brother have always controlled her conduct. The general implication is that
romantic love is of no importance to Polonius. He is happy to manipulate Ophelia to his advantage. To outside
observers, Ophelia is the epitome of goodness. Shakespeare Online References Bradley, A. She is not involved
with matters of state; she spends her days engaged in needlepoint and flower gathering. Mark Burnett. Even
though her love for Hamlet is strong, she obeys her father when he tells her not to see Hamlet again or accept
any letters that Hamlet writes. Ophelia: Indeed, my, lord, you made me believe so. The original title of the
work was The Tragedy of Hamlet, now it is referred to as just Hamlet. Ophelia reveals much about Polonius,
whom it is important that the audience have an understanding of. Gertrude chose a brother over a dead
Hamlet; Ophelia chooses a father over a living Hamlet: both choices can be read as additionally sexually
perverse in being, to Hamlet, 'incestuous' Stanton, New Essays on Hamlet To the rest of us, Ophelia represents
something very different.


