
THE WIZARD OF OZ PARABLE ON POPULISM THESIS

When Lyman Frank Baum first publicized The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in , it had been very popular from the start. In L.
Frank Baumâ€™s book, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, a tornado ripped Dorothy from her home in Kansas and dropped
her in the Land of Oz. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is.

Clanton explained as had Jensen that not all pro-Bryan silverites were Populists. The Scarecrow and the Tin
Woodman On her journey to visit the Wizard, Dorothy meets the scarecrow and the tin woodman. Littlefield
linked the characters and the story line of the Oz tale to the political landscape of the Mauve Decade. The
main idea of populism is to gain profit of masses by rejecting the political system, which currently exists. The
Wizard of Oz is filled with musical comedy and is a warm and touching production. The Wizard himself was
Mark Hanna, McKinley's campaign manager, although Rockoff noted that "this is one of the few points at
which the allegory does not work straightforwardly. When they get to the Wizard, he is a powerful and
majestic character that seems to hold many powers. Clanton suggested that if the Wicked Witch of the East
was the forces of industrial capitalism, then Baum's Wicked Witch of the West was Populism itself. He is a
giant head to Dorothy, a great beast to the Tin Woodman, a big ball of fire to the Cowardly Lion, and a fairy to
the Scarecrow. It was not completely addressed by Lyman Frank Baum as to what these sort of connections
were when the production had first been publicized. Specifically, the book emphasized an aspect of theosophy
that Norman Vincent Peale would later call "the power of positive thinking": theosophy led to "a new upbeat
and positive psychology" that "opposed all kinds of negative thinking--especially fear, worry, and anxiety. His
missing body part was his heart, which leads to a symbol of the great depression in society. Gardner wrote just
two sentences on Baum's politics: "Aside from marching in a few torchlight parades for William Jennings
Bryan, Baum was as inactive in politics as in church affairs [which is to say, pretty inactive]. This production
was such a hit that it had been turned into three movies and there were a number of plays on it. The cyclone is
supposed to represent the Populist Movement and the political upheaval it brought involving William Jennings
Bryan, and the Granger movement. Just as the populists were having many confusing problems so was
Dorothy. He represents a president, presumably from Grant to McKinley. Populists advocated for bimetallism
the coining of both gold and silver , nationalizing the railroads, a graduated income tax, and a decrease in
immigration. They live in a rundown looking house, and all around them was dull and grey. Where the
Populists looked to the federal government, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz delivers the message that the
wizard's power is all an illusion and it is misguided to look to him for solutions. In the Land of Oz, lived
Munchkins. Also, the events that occurred during the Populist Movement involving farmers, their hardships,
oppressed workers, and politics mirrored Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tinman, and the Cowardly Lion.


