
AP LANG TIMED WRITING ASSESSMENT

Explore timing and format for the AP English Language and Composition Exam, and Overview Â· Teaching AP for the
First Time? .. Exam questions assess the course concepts and skills outlined in the course framework. Students write
essays that respond to 3 free-response prompts from the following categories.

The topics give you the opportunity to intelligently discuss issues; seize that opportunity and take advantage of
it. Actual college credit either for one semester or for an entire year may be offered by colleges and
universities. Expect four reading passages with between 12 and 15 questions per passage. Conceive your thesis
statement, which will go in your introductory paragraph. Analyze an author's key point s in a given passage
and create an argument essay that discusses the validity of the author's message. Prove that you are in touch
with your society and the world around you. Considering Different Essay Types In your argumentation essays,
which include the synthesis essay based on multiple passages and argument essay based on one passage, you
want to show that you understand the author's point s and can respond intelligently. All the questions in this
section have equal value. In general, expect that the three different essays will give you an opportunity to
demonstrate that you can do the following: Analyze how an author's rhetoric and style create meaning, based
on one given reading passage. More than half of the AP readers are college or university instructors; less than
half are high school teachers. The test lasts 3 hours and 15 minutes and consists of two major sections. Avoid
oversimplification and remember that judgment stops discussion. Explain exactly how the evidence presented
leads to your thesis. Consider following these steps: Read the topic's question carefully so that you know
exactly what you're being asked to do. In your argument essays, provide appropriate and sufficient evidence
from the passage s and your knowledge of the world. Therefore, the scoring guide is based on the students'
actual performance in writing the essays, not how the question writers anticipate they should perform. You are
given three essay topics, and you must write an essay on each of the three topics in 2 hours and 15 minutes.
The body paragraphs are the heart of the essay. The multiple-choice questions are designed to test your ability
in analyzing prose passages. Your conclusion, like your introduction, shouldn't be longwinded or elaborate. If
this is the case, the number of questions for each passage will be reduced accordingly. Remember to save a
few minutes to proofread and to correct misspelled words, revise punctuation errors, and replace an occasional
word or phrase with a more dynamic one. In your rhetorical analysis essays, be sure to accurately identify
rhetorical and literary devices the author employs, and then examine how they create effects and help build the
author's point. Each should be guided by a topic sentence that is a relevant part of the introductory thesis
statement. Never forget that your body paragraphs are more important than the conclusion, so don't slight them
merely to add a conclusion. After reading a large number of randomly selected essays, a committee creates a
scoring guide that differentiates between the numerical scores for each of the three essay questions. However,
always be sure to connect your ideas to the thesis. Be sure you understand the author's rhetorical purpose: Is it
to persuade? Synthesize an argument of your own, based on multiple given passages, all dealing with similar
subject matter. These timed essays measure your expository and analytical writing skills, skills that are
essential to success in many college exams. In addition, this time lets you set the essay to rest, knowing what
you've written, so that you can go on to the next topic and give it your full attention. Spend about 10 minutes
reading the topic and the passage carefully and planning your essay. Definitely try to avoid merely repeating
the topic in your thesis; instead, let the thesis present what it is that you will specifically analyze. With an
average time of only 40 minutes per essay for your AP English Language and Composition exam, you should
divide your time as follows. The first two steps are usually directly stated or clearly implied; understanding
what the author must believe, or what the author thinks the audience believes, is a bit harder.


