
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF JACKSON POLLACK

Jackson Pollock, painter who was a leading exponent of Abstract Expressionism and is Last Updated: Aug 7, See Article
History Early life and work.

The following year he finally hit on the idea of flinging and pouring paint, and thus found the means to create
the light, airy and apparently endless webs of color that he was reaching towards. His father had been born
with the surname McCoy, but took the surname of his adoptive parents, neighbors who adopted him after his
own parents had died within a year of each other. His movements were a finely-tuned dance, that to the
untrained eye, might appear random and unplanned, but were really highly sophisticated and nuanced, much
like fractals. Krasner and Pollock married in October , and with the help of a loan from Guggenheim, bought a
farmhouse in the Springs area of East Hampton, on Long Island. When he was a year old his family moved to
Arizona, and then to Chico, California. The pictures still carried much figuration, although the references
remained concealed - as Pollock said, "I choose to veil the imagery. Pollock has managed to free line not only
from its function of representing objects in the world, but also from its task of describing or bounding shapes
or figures, whether abstract or representational, on the surface of the canvas. He also moved away from the use
of only the hand and wrist, since he used his whole body to paint. And the best among subsequent generations
of painters would all have to take on his achievement, just as Pollock himself had wrestled with Picasso. His
technique combined the movement of his body, over which he had control, the viscous flow of paint, the force
of gravity, and the absorption of paint into the canvas. When he was driving back home that fateful night, he
flipped his convertible and killed his friend Edith Metzgen and himself. Characteristic paintings from this
period include Bird c. Instead, he went back to drinking heavily. Concerned for Pollock's well-being, Krasner
called on Pollock's mother to help. It is only after a sort of 'get acquainted' period that I see what I have been
about. During this time he would often look to Krasner to determine which paintings were good, unable to
make the differentiation himself. It also glistens as if it were dappled with light in the manner of Monet's
canvases, and many critics have speculated on whether Pollock was influenced by the French Impressionist.
Depressed and haunted, Pollock would frequently meet his friends at the nearby Cedar Bar, drinking until it
closed and getting into violent fights. Pollock was happy to be in the country again, surrounded by nature,
which had a major impact on his projects. Pollock denied reliance on "the accident"; he usually had an idea of
how he wanted a particular piece to appear. Certain left-wing scholars, most prominently Eva Cockcroft, have
argued that the U.


