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Essentially, the Concept Paper acts as a tentative proposal; it allows the doctoral student the opportunity to define a
research focus and obtain early feedback on.

This may also be known as an abstract or a proposal, although these usually have more substance. Academic
research involves a special methodology that is not the same as that used by a journalist or the casual inquirer.
Statement of the Problem â€” provides the purpose for the research. Conclude with a discussion of your
proposed methodology. As the flow chart to the right indicates, research begins with curiosity. For some,
composing the research questions may be the most difficult part of the research project, or possibly the most
difficult aspect of writing the Concept Paper. We will begin the research process with a Concept Paper. This
should take another paragraph. Write a Concept Paper. On the other hand, a project proposal is another type of
a written document that has its main objective of solving a specific problem. Is there a relationship between
certain factors and Portland's racial makeup -- for example: geographical location Pacific Northwest relatively
late date of incorporation economic activity originally logging and natural resources, now more high-tech
These are considered explanatory questions. These research questions will specifically direct the research and
the type of analyses conducted; as such, their compatibility is essential. The title of the Concept Paper may
become the title of the dissertation. The Concept Paper lays the foundation for the applied dissertation process,
providing an introductory form of communication between the doctoral student and the doctoral committee.
Programs typically provide a grading rubric that serves as an outline for the required components, and students
are encouraged to follow those rubrics closely in developing their Concept Paper. Essentially, the Concept
Paper acts as a tentative proposal; it allows the doctoral student the opportunity to define a research focus and
obtain early feedback on the research idea. It is also sometimes regarded by some as an initial step in a
marketing proposal. The Concept paper is a brief document. This makes your proposal easy-to-understand.
These questions will direct the research methodology; their inclusion in the Concept Paper links the research
problem with the methodology. Why has Portland's racial makeup developed as it has? This should be the first
step in writing a business concept proposal. The goals identified in previous sections of the Concept Paper
should relate to the research methods described in this section. The essential point of the Concept Paper is to
explain the importance of a particular research project. Many research questions can be classified as:
exploratory just trying to find out about something descriptive trying to obtain descriptive data, such as
average age, income, etc. Try to understand the subject matter in order to conceptualize the value statements
and ideas. This section of the Concept Paper introduces the problem under investigation, addresses why the
researcher wants to investigate this problem, and how the research findings may help address the problem.
Finally, I hypothesize that Portland is likely to have a relatively low proportion of African-American residents
because of our geographical location never a port of access for the slave trade and our relatively late
development of an industrial economy sufficient to provide a large number of jobs to attract migration from
the South and Northeast. I also hypothesize that Portland is likely to have a relatively high proportion of
Hispanic residents because of our location north of California and because of the part of our economy that is
agriculture based. The Concept Paper acts as a summary of this project. The Concept Paper, although highly
abridged, is comprised of many of the same items found in a dissertation. The most successful research
projects have been based on the research of predecessors, and this section of the Concept Paper provides
enough of a description of previous research to plant seeds in the mind of the reader suggesting more
information is needed. Citations are appropriate if you used any sources in developing your Concept Paper.
Depending upon the requirements of the specific school or academic program, the Concept Paper may range
from as few as pages to as many as pages. For the Concept Paper, the methodology is simplified or
summarized, serving as a general outline of the methods that will be employed. For my example, I can
develop the following research hypotheses, although not all of them can actually be tested statistically. Follow
the steps below to develop a Concept Paper. The Research Concept Paper is completed prior to the dissertation
proposal and serves as a development tool and summary of the planned dissertation. References â€” provides
references to the material cited in the literature review and elsewhere in the Concept Paper. Make sure to do an
extensive research about business ideas and concepts. Preliminary Literature Review â€” provides
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identification of major literature that supports and validates the topic.


