
WRITING A POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY REPORT

When you write a political biography, it is an opportunity to shape your candidacy . Consider it a resume in a narrative
that is interesting to read.

Chapter breakdown Once you've decided on a structure you will need a chapter breakdown outlining what you
will cover in each chapter. Somewhere about page 50 the subject finally does something interesting. Or
perhaps you need to move material around. Invert your pyramid Put the important facts first. The goal is to
make your bio shorter, not longer. Richard Benson, a journalist with The Face, based his book, The Farm, on
notebooks he kept during the few weeks when he helped his parents to prepare the family farm in Yorkshire
for sale after they reluctantly decided they could no longer afford to live there. A memoirist recounts a life
experience and tries to make meaning out of it. The aim is to "hook" the reader but the danger in including a
preface or prologue - or both - is that the reader doesn't quite know when the book proper has started. This was
the year in which the playwright completed Henry V, wrote Julius Caesar and As You Like It and drafted
Hamlet, but also a year of great excitement in England - an aging Queen faced the threat of invasion by
Catholic Spain, rebellion in Ireland and intrigue at court. The autobiographer justifies 'mistakes. Group
biographies and biographical pairings Writing about two or more people whose lives have a natural symbiosis
can give the reader more for less. Tear up the first version and write the book the other way round, ie
backwards, "like a murder mystery": start from the point when we first met, then work back to his childhood
to find out "what murdered the boy I was". Your candidate biography is a profile about your self. Describe
your experience What experiences in your personal, professional or political life have helped shape you and
made you the person you are today? James Fox's The Langhorne Sisters is both a group biography and a
family history in which he uses letters and diaries to examine the lives of his great-aunts and grandmother who
were born in Virginia, USA, but who made their mark on high society on both sides of the Atlantic One of the
advantages of group biographies is that there is usually at least one figure who is more flamboyant than the
others. A publisher or literary agent will want to see it, together with at least one sample chapter, as part of
your book proposal. Write your political biography in the third person, as if someone else is speaking about
you. She works mostly as a hired gun for startups in trouble, who need a superhero to help turn trainwreck
projects around. With Stuart, I messed up royally on the first attempt. It is through memoir--writing memoir
and reading memoir--that we discovere our connectedness, our oneness with another, our common humanity.
To do that, we should look for the human details, the juice of life. The fancy term for this is the inverted
pyramid. Feedback is never about the writing, incorrect grammar, sentence structure, syntax, or how the story
is framed; it's about your experience. The writer of a memoir takes us back to a corner of his or her life that
was unusually vivid or intenseâ€”childhood, for instanceâ€”or that was framed by unique events. What is it
that you want to accomplish? The autobiographer focuses on success while the memoirist tries to decipher
how or why life events often go wrong. Keep it positive and perhaps touch on some issues that are of concern
to voters. A year in the life of Our species has small brains: we need you to tell us the one or two of your
trades that will be most relevant to us, or to what you will be talking about. It should be no longer than 20 to
30 seconds long. Commenting on that party, Paula Tarnapol Whitacre wrote: "Keeping someone alive across
time"--that's the biographer's charge, Marc summed up. Less is expected of the reader of a memoir, which
focuses on one of the memoirist's "areas of expertise. Lucky dip The structure of Nigel Slater's memoir, Toast,
appears to be little more than a bundle of headings, mostly connected to food and each evoking a s childhood:
"Spaghetti Bolognese", "Arctic Roll", "Butterscotch Flavour Angel Delight" which starts with a list of
ingredients: "Sugar, Modified Starch, Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil, Emulsifiers For print materials,
intermingle photos that back up your biography. A longer version that is a one page or more can be used for a
website. Tiberghien in One Year to the Writing Life. Your candidate biography should provide a compelling
story and an interesting read. First or third person for the web? A preface allows you to introduce your book
and to tell the reader its scope and why you've decided to write it.


