
RESEARCH DESIGN FOR MASTER THESIS

The research design is a framework for answering your research MA in Gender Studies, so she's an expert at writing a
great master's thesis.

Just remember that in addition to relating and comparing i. By choosing to focus your research on a particular
problem or question, you are necessarily choosing not to examine other problems or questions. Virtually all
projects contain restrictions to your research. Questionnaires are particularly well suited for research seeking
to measure some parameters for a group of people e. Similarly, the focus of the research problem itself and the
associated research questions is another common source of delimitations. However, the biggest difference
between limitations and delimitations is the degree of control you have over themâ€”that is, how much they
are based in conscious, intentional choices you made in designing your study. They are simply a detailed
description of the scope of interest for your study as it relates to the research design. Interviews are not
particularly well suited for gaining information from large numbers of people. You just have to be
preparedâ€”both in your discussion section and in your dissertation defense itselfâ€”to justify the choices you
make and acknowledge how these choices impact your findings. Matched Sample: A specific between-groups
design in which researchers match participants across groups based on criteria determined by the researchers
e. You should then move on to discuss your research questions, and how you plan to address each of them.
This is the point at which to set out your chosen research methods, including their theoretical basis, and the
literature supporting them. Visit your university or college library and ask the librarians for help; they should
be able to help you to identify the standard research method textbooks in your field. Though this seems
intuitive, what does not seem so intuitive is the impact that this will have on your study. Where and when will
the interviews take place? Note that, in a proposal, the steps of your research that have yet to be completed
should be written in the future tense. Experimental: Experimental research designs have the most control, and,
thus, allow researchers to explain differences between groups. This course is thought to support the students in
developing in a structured, systematic and scientific manner their research proposal. A further delimitation
might be that you only included closed-ended Likert scale responses in the survey, rather than including
additional open-ended responses, which might make some people more willing to take and complete your
survey. Documents are tangible materials in which facts or ideas have been recorded. True experimental
research designs are understood to be the gold standard of research because experimental research designs are
the best designs for researchers to predict causation. For instance, you are not asking how effective the new
curriculum is in improving student test scores or graduation rates. Those boundaries are delimitations. For
instance, if you state that generalizability is a limitation of your study given that your sample was limited to
one city in the United States, then you should not claim generalizability to the United States population as an
assumption of your study. In any case, you should clearly list the other options available and the reasons why
you did not choose these options immediately after you list your delimitations. On the surface, it might sound
like a benefit to have such a large amount of data; however, this does become problematic when the codebook
is difficult to follow and the data collected have changed from year to year. Are males more likely to be
smokers than females? When you are stating your delimitations, clearly inform readers why you chose this
course of study. Questionnaires can be used to collect both quantitative and qualitative data, although you will
not be able to get the level of detail in qualitative responses to a questionnaire that you could in an interview.


