
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF A SEPARATE PEACE

A NOVEL BY JOHN KNOWLES

In the book A Separate Peace by John Knowles, one of the main themes is the one idealist, and one isolationist; thereby
providing the foundation of the novel. The author knew exactly what he was doing when he assigned these traits to.

Yet, as much as Gene resents Finny's freedom, he needs him to become a complete human being. He is a
prodigious athlete, succeeding in every sport until his leg is shattered in his fall from the tree. These characters
and these approaches to life fit together like the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle to create an intriguing heart,
wrenching tragedy about friendship, war, and loss. He then goes to the tree, which brings back memories of
his time as a student at Devon. During the questioning of Finny by Brinker, Finny changes the story to make
Gene appear innocent of his actions in the tree. At first glance Leper appears to be an insignificant character
and is not expected to play an important role. During a meeting of the Golden Fleece Debating Society,
Brinker sets up a show trial and, based upon his shaking of the branch, accuses Gene of trying to kill Finny.
Gene's name suggests what he might be â€” but is not. Finny cites Lepellier as an unreachable witness. Finny
suggested that they try and jump from the tree into the river below them Back in the present, an older Gene
muses on peace, war, and enemies. World War II soon occupies the schoolboys' time, with student Brinker
Hadley rallying the boys to help the war effort and Gene's quiet friend Leper Lepellier joining the Ski Troops
and becoming severely traumatized by what he sees. In the beginning of the novel, Gene, is a clueless
individual. If he can not find danger, as with Finny, he creates it. He is a witness at Gene's "trial," testifying
that Gene was responsible for Finny's fall. At the end of the novel, Gene gratefully accepts the forgiveness of
his friend, whose death he mourns in silence, as he readies himself to face the world without resentment or
fear. He has complete confidence in his own abilities and has a tendency to carry his ideas through with
startling efficiencyâ€”at times even ruthlessness. From his clothes â€” especially that pink shirt â€” to his
daring jumps from the tree, Finny flouts all the prep school conventions as the classic rebel in an
overwhelmingly conformist world. In Gene's opinion, he can never leave anything well enough alone, and
could always get away with anything. When he finds danger, he ostracizes himself from whatever it is that is
posing a threat to him. Because of his "accident", Finny learns that he will never again be able to compete in
sports, which are most dear to him. Gene is normally a conservative, conformist type person, but around
Phineas, he consents to break the rules more often.


